
WHAT IS PBIS?

School-wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is one of the foremost advances

in school-wide discipline. It is the emphasis on school-wide systems of support that include

proactive strategies for defining, teaching, and supporting appropriate student behaviors to

create positive school environments. A continuum of positive behavior support for all students

within a school is implemented in areas including the classroom and non-classroom settings (such as

hallways, restrooms and playground). Positive behavior support is an application of a

behaviorally-based systems approach to enhance the capacity of schools, families, and

communities to design effective environments that improve the link between research-validated

practices and the environments in which teaching and learning occurs. Attention is focused on

creating and sustaining primary (school-wide), secondary (classroom), and tertiary (individual)

systems of support that improve lifestyle results (personal, health, social, family, work,

recreation) for all children.

In the past, school-wide discipline has focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbehavior

by implementing punishment-based strategies including reprimands, loss of privileges, office

referrals, suspensions, and expulsions. Research has shown that the implementation of

punishment, especially when it is used inconsistently and in the absence of other positive

strategies, is ineffective. Introducing, modeling, and reinforcing positive social behavior is an

important step of a student’s educational experience. Teaching behavioral expectations and

rewarding students for following them is a much more positive approach than waiting for

misbehavior to occur before responding. The purpose of school-wide PBIS is to establish a

climate in which appropriate behavior is the norm.

PBIS at Valencia Valley

This year at Valencia Valley we will be continuing our work with PBIS as an approach in

behavior management on a school-wide level, in specific settings such as the bathroom,

playground, arrival and dismissal areas, cafeteria, and walkways. PBIS is based on the idea

that when students are taught clearly defined behavioral expectations and provided with

predictable responses to their behavior, both positive and corrective, 80-85% of students

will meet these expectations. The 15-20% of students not responding to school-wide

interventions will receive additional support through group and individual interventions.


