
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategy descriptions and illustrations from Bridges in Mathematics Grade 1 
Teachers Guide, used with permission of The Math Learning  Center for  distri-
bution to Newhall School District staff, students, and families. Other uses pro-
hibited.  

 

 

Math 

 Strategies 

 We Use  

in 

1st Grade 

 

 
 





 

 

 

This booklet will show you some of the 

strategies I have learned to be more 

successful at solving problems. As I     

become a stronger mathematician, I 

learn how and why problems can be 

solved in different ways. The more I 

learn and use these different strategies, 

the more efficient and accurate I will   

become. 

 

 



Counting  
 

 

I see 10  ones as one “ten” and can count by groups of tens. 

Unifix Cubes 

 

 

I see 1 group of ten  and 3 more. 

Ten Frame   

 

 

 

 

Double Ten Frame 

 

 

 

 

Number Rack  

 

 

 

Bundles 

 

 

 

  



Solving 62 + 10: 

Counting On 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counting by Tens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place Value Splitting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I can fluently add within 10.  

Ten Frames 

 

 

 

 

 

Dominoes  

 

 

 

 

Number Bonds 

 

 

 

 

Fact Families 

 

Addition 



I can add within 20 using strategies and within 100 using models 

and place value. 

 

Add Ten 

 

 

 

 

Doubles, Doubles Plus or Minus One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add Nine 

 

 

Place Value Splitting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some examples of students using different strategies: 

 

 



 End of the Year Expectations  

 

 Count to 120 starting at any number 

 Count on from a given number 

 Write numbers 0-120 

 Fluently add and subtract within 10 

 Add and subtract within 20 using 

strategies such as decomposing and 

composing tens and ones.  

 Add and subtract within 100 using 

concrete models, place value, and 

other strategies 

 

 

 

 

Number Lines 

I can add  numbers by using different strategies on a number 

line. 

28 

+ 

36  



 Subtraction 

I can fluently subtract within 10. Using the same strategies I use 

when adding, I can subtract within 20.  

I can  subtract multiples of 10 (10-90) within 100 using models 

and place value. 

Ten Frames 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number Rack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number Bonds 

 

 

 

 

Number Line 

Fact Families  

 

  

 


