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AREA 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES Resources Required Optional Resources 

LANGUAGE 
ARTS 

 Benchmark Advanced 
 https://newhall.benchmarkuniverse.com 

RAZ-Kids (Gr K-2) 

https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login 
Teacher’s Username:   

Grammar and Writing Practice 

https://www.noredink.com 

MATH Bridges (Gr K – 5) 
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/families/bridges2 

Dream Box: 
https://play.dreambox.com/login/z292/3caf 

Khan Academy 
https://www.khanacademy.org

/math 

SCIENCE 

Extension Scholastic Learn at Home 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnatho

me.html 

https://newhall.benchmarkuniverse.com/
http://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
https://www.noredink.com/join/secret-light-67
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/families/bridges2
https://play.dreambox.com/login/z292/3caf
https://www.khanacademy.org/math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math
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In Unit 8, your child will learn about spring and growing things. As we progress through the unit, we will discuss and answer the Essential Question, 
“How do the seasons affect our lives?” Engage your child in a conversation about plants, seasons, and time, such as how plants in your area change 
with the seasons. Use the take-home book or other books to provide examples of plants and their life cycles.  

Daily Take-Home Activity Calendar  

Check off each activity as you complete it. ✓

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

W
ee

k 
1

Letters & Sounds Science Math Talk Time Build Vocabulary
•  Point out several items that begin 

with g, such as gum, garden, 
and gate. 

•  Ask your child to say the sound at 
the beginning of each word. Guide 
him or her to identify the /g/ sound 
at the beginning of the words.

•  Discuss these words with your child: 
roots, stem, leaf, tree, trunk, flower, 
seeds, ground, and bud. 

•  Have your child draw a picture 
showing the parts of a plant.

•  Have your child identify the parts 
while you label them on the picture.

•  On a piece of paper, make a chart 
with three columns and label them 
Morning, Afternoon, and Night. 

•  Discuss with your child things that 
you do during those times, listing 
them on the chart.

•  Have a conversation with your child 
about things he or she is good at. 
Have your child share his or her 
ideas with you first, and then tell 
your child what you think he or she 
is especially good at.

•  Write the following words on paper: 
have, want, to, come, go, me, and 
look. Read each word aloud and 
have your child repeat it. 

W
ee

k 
2

Letters & Sounds Letters and Sounds  Math Read Together Read Together 
•  Read aloud to your child these 

words beginning with j, and have 
him or her clap for each syllable: 
jump (1), janitor (3), juggle (2), 
joyfully (3), jelly (2), juice (1).

•  Write the following letters on a piece 
of paper for your child. Review each 
letter name and beginning sound: 
bB, cC, dD, eE, jJ, lL, pP.

•  Collect two sets of four items, such 
as spoons and forks, and place them 
into a bowl.

•  Have your child sort the items into 
two groups and then count the 
number in each set.

•  Ask your child to count the number 
of items in both sets together. 

•  Read the take-home book We Need 
Clean Water with your child. 

•  Discuss with your child why animals 
and plants need clean water.

•  Reread the take-home book We 
Need Clean Water with your child. 

•  Discuss characteristics of plants and 
mammals with your child.

W
ee

k 
3

 Letters & Sounds Build Vocabulary  Math Science Letters & Sounds
•  Have your child practice tracing the 

lowercase and uppercase letters kK 
in the air. If available, place sand, 
shaving cream, or rice on a plate for 
your child to trace letters or shapes 
in.

•  Discuss the meaning of the following 
words with your child: Earth, moon, 
star, litter, clean, harmful, and dirty. 
For example: What is an example 
of litter? 

•  Display a calendar for your child, or 
draw one with the days of the week 
and their names. 

•  Point to each day of the week and 
say its name, having your child 
repeat it.

•  Count how many days are in 
a week.

•  Discuss recycling with your child. 
Gather several disposable items 
made of glass, paper, and plastic. 

•  Have your child sort them into 
categories. If you have a recycling 
bin, have your child recycle 
the items.

•  Practice identifying rhyming words. 
Start with kit, and guide your child to 
name bit, fit, hit, lit, pit, and sit.

•  Continue with other sets of 
rhyming words.

W
ee

k 
4

Letters & Sounds Science  Math Read Together Read Together 
•  Say these words that begin with v 

with your child: van, vest, vote, visit, 
volcano, violin. Guide him or her to 
say a sentence, using each word.

•  Using a book or magazine, have 
your child point out plants. 

•  Guide your child to identify in the 
pictures: roots, stem, leaf, tree, 
trunk, flower, seeds, ground, and 
bud. 

•  Write a number between 1and 9 
on a piece of paper, and have your 
child name the numeral.

•  Have your child draw items to match 
the number, such as six circles or 
four hearts.

•  Read the take-home book My Bean 
Sprout with your child. 

•  Have your child describe the 
pictures, using color and number 
words.

•  Reread the take-home book My 
Bean Sprout with your child. 

•  Have your child draw a picture of 
what he or she predicts will 
happen next.

Unit 8: 
Spring and Growing Things



3/13/2020 Growing Like a Bean Sprout | Benchmark Universe

https://becreader-production.benchmarkuniverse.com/#cfg-teacher-shelf/ref-create/asset-ebook/prod-X43804/0 1/1

Growing Like a

Bean
Sprout

by J. R. Wilson • illustrated by Maxine Lee-Mackie



3/13/2020 Unit 8 Literacy Poster | Benchmark Universe

https://becreader-production.benchmarkuniverse.com/#cfg-teacher-shelf/ref-create/asset-ebook/prod-X43812/0 1/1

 Parts of Plants
(sing  to  the  tune  of  “Have  You  Seen  the  Muffin  Man?”)

Oh,  do  you  know  the  parts  of  plants,

The  parts  of  plants,  the  parts  of  plants?

Do  you  know  the  parts  of  plants

That  make  them  grow  and  grow?

The  roots,  they  hold  the  plant  in  place,

The  plant  in  place,  the  plant  in  place.

The  roots,  they  hold  the  plant  in  place

And  soak  up  water  and  food.

The  stem  moves  water  up  the  plant,

Up  the  plant,  up  the  plant.

The  stem  moves  water  up  the  plant

And  brings  water  to  the  leaves.

The  leaves  soak  up  the  rays  of  sun,

The  rays  of  sun,  the  rays  of  sun.

The  leaves  soak  up  the  rays  of  sun

And  help  the  plant  make  food.

The  flower  grows  into  a  fruit,

Into  a  fruit,  into  a  fruit.

The  flower  grows  into  a  fruit,

Which  holds  the  tiny  seeds.

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y
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Unit 8 • Literacy Poster • Side 1
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Grade

This book belongs to:

B e n c h m a r k  e d u c a t i o n  c o m p a n y

Spring and 
Growing Things 

Topic 8
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1Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student say the name of each picture. Top row: girl, car, gift. Bottom row: 
gloves, goat, bird. Say: Color the pictures that begin with the /g/ sound. Finally, have the student trace 
the letters and write more letters on his or her own.

g G

g                     
G                  
g
G



2 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Point out the sun and the moon. Say: In the space next to the sun, draw something you do during the 
day. Allow the student time to draw. Next, say: In the space next to the moon, draw something you do during the night.

Day and Night



3Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student read the high-frequency words with you. The rebus image 
stands for the phrase “water the plant.” Have the student read the second sentence stem and 
create his or her own image for the phrase “water the plant.”

Water the Plant

I have to                         .

I have to                         .



4 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student say the name of each picture. Say: Color the pictures that begin 
with the /j/ sound. Finally, have the student trace the letters and write more letters on his or her own.

j  J

 j                     
J                   

j
J



5Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student count the number of flowers in each set and write each total in the 
space provided. Say: Which set has more flowers? Circle the set that has more flowers.

Let’s Compare!

 



6 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Read aloud the directions one at a time. Have the student follow the directions to 
color the picture.

Follow Directions

1.	 Color	two	stems	brown.
2.	 Color	five	leaves	green.
3.	 Color	four	centers	yellow. 



7Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

k K

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student say the name of each picture. Say: Color the pictures that begin with the /k/ 
sound. Finally, have the student trace the letters and write more letters on his or her own.

k                      
K                   
k
K



8 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student name the pictures in each row. Say: Which is smaller: the horse or the dog? Draw 
a circle around the smaller animal. Circle which is bigger: the pumpkin or the apple. Circle which is smaller: the bike or 
the bus. Circle which is bigger: the plant or the tree.

Big or Small?



9Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Say: In the top space, draw a picture of yourself as a baby. What did you do when you 
were very little? In the bottom space, draw a picture of yourself as you are now. Draw yourself doing something 
you can do now that you could not do when you were a baby.

Then and Now



10 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student say the name of each picture. Say: Color the pictures that begin 
with the /v/ sound. Finally, have the student trace the letters and write more letters on his or her own.

v  V

v                     
V                  
v
V



11Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student count each set of objects and then write the corresponding numeral in the box.

Numeral Fun



12 Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Colorful Words

Teacher/Caregiver: Have the student read the high-frequency words. Say: Color the flowers with have yellow. 
Color the flowers with and red. Color the flowers with from purple. Color the flowers with were orange.

have	=	yellow
and	=	red

from	=	purple
were	=	orange

have

from
were

were

andand



13Ready to Advance • Student Book © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Teacher/Caregiver: Give the student a pencil or crayon. Have the student say the alphabet letters in order and 
draw a line from one letter to the next. When the student is finished, ask: What did you draw?

What Is It?

a
b c

d

e

f

g
h

i
j

k
l

m



Five Spring Flowers
Five spring flowers, all in a row.

The first one said, “We need rain to grow!” 

The second one said, “Oh my, we need water!”

The third one said, “Yes, it is getting hotter!”

The fourth one said, “I see clouds in the sky.”

The fifth one said, “I wonder why?”

Then ZAP went the lightning

And BOOM went the thunder!

There was nowhere to go and nothing to hide under!

But the flowers weren’t worried—no, no, no, no!

The rain helped them to grow, grow, GROW!

Y31362
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Step 1:  fold here ▲

4    

The horse needs water. We Need Clean Water
by Cindy Peattie

®

2    

The whale needs water.

3

The flower needs water.
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Step 1:  fold here ▲

4    

I have sunlight. My Bean Sprout
by Cindy Peattie • illustrated by Maxine Lee-Mackie

®

2    

I have water.

3

I have seeds.
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Bridges in Mathematics Pre-K Unit 7

March
Robots rule as children revisit shapes, count and 
compare, add and subtract, sort, pattern, and graph 
this month. In this unit, your child will:

 ❚ Use tally marks to represent quantities

 ❚ Count, compare, read, and write numbers to 10

 ❚ Explore different ways to make 3, 4, 5, and 6

 ❚ Work with ABB repeating patterns

 ❚ Recognize, name, describe, sort, and put shapes together

Your child will learn and practice these skills by doing activities and playing games like these. 

ACTIVITY OR GAME COMMENTS

Learn how to make tally marks and use them to record 
the results of spinner experiments.

Bridges in Mathematics Pre-K  |  Teacher Masters © The Math Learning Center  |  mathlearningcenter.orgT1

March    |    Module 2

 Tally Mark Poem

1, 2, 3, 4

6, 7, 8, 9

1 copy for display

  

 Robot Spinner 1

Circle Bot

Square Bot

The teacher reads a poem about tally marks and shows the children 
how to make tallies through 10. The next day, the teacher introduces 
a spinner with a circle robot on the top half and a square robot on the 
bottom half. Where will the arrow land? Is the spinner fair for both of 
the robots? Each child spins the spinner. The teacher uses tally marks 
to record the results, and then the class talks about them. Afterward, 
children can repeat the spinner experiment themselves.   

Spin and trace numbers on a graph to see which row fills first.

5 5 5 5
6 6 6 6
7 7 7 7
8 8 8 8
9 9 9 9

10 10 10 10

5
6

7

8

9

10

Which Numeral Will Win? 5–10 Spinner

QCBP570

© The Math Learning Center

Children practice reading and writing numbers 5–10 as they spin a 
number spinner, read the number they landed on, then find and trace 
the matching number on their record sheet. As they’re working, the 
teacher might ask them how many 5s or how many 6s they’ve gotten 
so far, or how many more 7s they need to fill the row. She can also ask 
them to compare the numbers in neighboring rows: “Do you have 
more 9s or more 10s so far?”

Explore different ways to make the same total. Children use fingers on both hands to show how many red and yellow 
dots they see on each card—1 yellow and 5 reds, 2 yellows and 4 reds, 
3 of each color. As they work, they notice that there are different ways 
to make the same total.   

Use different shapes to make paper robots.

  

At the beginning of the month, the children discover a jar of robot parts 
in the mystery box. When the teacher dumps the contents onto the 
rug, the “robot parts” turn out to be a collection of shapes. The teacher 
shares a story about two friends who start their own robot-building 
business, using shapes to build robots. Then the teacher sets out paper 
shapes and other art supplies so the children can make their own robots.   

Find more than one way to fill a shape outline. Just as there are different ways to make the same number, there 
are different ways to make the same shape. Two trapezoids, or 3 
rhombuses, or 6 triangles make a hexagon. There are no guidelines 
within the larger shapes, so children have to experiment with different 
ways to put the smaller shapes together. They are also challenged to 
come up with three different ways to make the same shape.
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Bridges Pre-K Unit 7 March

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT UNIT 7

Q: My child writes some numbers backward. Should I be concerned?

A: No. This is perfectly normal. Preschoolers are just learning to form their numbers. Many of them are still 
developing the hand-eye coordination they need look at a number (or letter) and copy it accurately. Some 
may not yet realize that the way the number is turned is important. And even when they know the basic shape 
and orientation of a number, they may write it starting at the bottom instead of the top.  

Q: Can you suggest some good ways to have my child practice writing numbers at home?

A: Write the numbers 0–9 on slips of scratch paper or sticky notes for them to copy. Then let them choose 
those they want to work on. Don’t limit them to paper and pencil practice, though. Instead …   

THINK FINGERS! Put a dollop of finger paint on a piece of paper, chocolate pudding on a large paper plate, 
or shaving cream on a table. Have them spread it around and then practice writing the numbers with their 
finger. You can also pour a thin layer of salt or sand into a cake pan, or provide a piece of sandpaper for more 
textured finger writing. 

THINK BIG! Have them paint the numbers with water and a big brush, or write them with colored chalk, on the 
driveway, sidewalk, or blacktop.

THINK GAMES! Use chalk to draw a simple hopscotch diagram on the sidewalk. Have your child help write the 
numbers and teach them how to play the game. Or draw three shapes—a triangle, a square, and a pentagon. 
Have your child count the corners with you and write the matching number inside the shape. Then take turns 
tossing small twigs, beanbags, or other markers into the shapes until each is filled with the correct number.

MOVE! It might seem surprising, but practicing large motor skills like jumping, hopping, climbing, catching, 
and kicking a ball can improve children’s fine motor skills. That includes drawing, cutting, and writing numbers 
and letters.

Q: How can we help use words like under, over, beside, on top of, and underneath at home?

A: Here are a couple of ideas:

 ❚ Be as specific as possible when asking for your child’s help: Please find the big yellow mixing bowl in 
the cupboard next to the stove. It’s on the bottom shelf behind the cake pans. 

 ❚  Play games when you take a walk or go to the park: Can you jump on the cracks between the 
squares in the sidewalk? Let’s walk along the top of this little low wall. Can you stand next to the park 
sign, right below that big tree so I can take your picture to send to Grandma? See if you can climb 
up to the top of the slide, come down, and turn around three times.    

You might also look for some of these picture books about locations and directions next time you’re at the library:

 ❚ All About Where by Tana Hoban

 ❚ Over Under by Marthe Jocelyn and Tom Slaughter

 ❚ Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins

 ❚ Where, Oh Where Is Rosie’s Chick? by Pat Hutchins

 ❚ Up, Down, and Around by Kathryn Ayers

For more ideas and resources, go to www.mathlearningcenter.org/families 
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Number Riddles
Robot

by Allyn Fisher & art by Jami Smith



Some robots have an antenna on   
the top or side of their head.   
They use their antennas to send and 
�receive�radio�signals�or�find�their�way�
�around�when�there�isn’t�much�light.

Some robots have more than one 
 antenna. Solve the number riddles   
to�find�out�how�many�antennas�the�
 other robots in this book have.



Robot, robot,
Riddle-dee-dee
How�many�antennas
will�we�see?

1 + 1



This robot has 2 antennas.

2



Robot, robot,
Riddle-dee-dee
How�many�antennas
will�we�see?

2 + 2



This robot has 4 antennas.

4



Robot, robot,
Riddle-dee-dee
How�many�antennas
will�we�see?

3 + 3



This robot has 6 antennas.

6



Robot, robot,
Riddle-dee-dee
How�many�antennas
will�we�see?

4 + 4



This robot has 8 antennas.

8



Robot, robot,
Riddle-dee-dee
How�many�antennas
will�we�see?

5 + 5



This robot has 10 antennas.

10
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